
What is NAEP?

• National Assessment of Educational 
Progress – known widely as the Nation’s 
Report Card

• Shows how students are performing in 
schools nationwide; it’s the only 
assessment that does this

• Administered by the U.S. Department of 
Education as mandated by Congress

• Test results are categorized by group to 
compare how groups, states, and 
districts across the US are performing

o This allows us to see how we’re doing 
in closing certain performance gaps: 
Are students with different income 
backgrounds scoring about the same? 
Different races?

How are schools selected?

How are assessments made?

• NAEP is not administered in all schools

• Tests are administered in schools with student populations that match the city 
demographics

o The schools selected in each state match the state demographics; creates a 
proportionate national sample

• Public schools are required to participate if selected

• A group of teachers and school administrators, along with educational experts and 
specialists make up the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB)

• Their job is to set the policies for NAEP, choose which subjects will be tested, and 
develop the blueprints that will guide how the assessments are created

• These blueprints are designed to ensure that students meet educational 
requirements on a national level. This differs from state standardized tests, which 
only compare student performance in that state, and not against other states

• Once the questions/items are developed, they are reviewed by educators, parents, 
and experts for feedback and revision

• NAEP is transitioning from paper and pencil to digitally based tests

o Administered on tablets or laptop computers

o Each assessment opens with a short tutorial that teaches students about the 
interactive tools used in the test

o Students with disabilities do not need special accommodations, thanks to the 
Universal Design Elements included in the tests – these are built-in features 
available to all students

• All tests are administered between January and March

• Tested subjects for NAEP include: civics, math, reading, science, tech and 
engineering literacy, US history, and writing

o Results for TUDA districts are reported for math, reading, and science

What is TUDA?

• Trial Urban District Assessments

• NAEP reports national, state, and 
regional results

• Some larger school districts volunteer to 
get their own individual results

• NAEP reports data for individual districts 
– through TUDA. Only a handful of large 
school districts in the nation participate

• The sample of students selected to take the tests reflect the student population of the nation as a whole
 
 o Individually, students are chosen at random; collectively, they proportionately represent all grade school students in the   
    US, noting groups of students by race, disability, etc.
 
 o This allows results to be reported for each group, but, by design, results can never be reported for individual students

• Tests are administered to students in grades 4, 8, and 12

• In 2019, nearly 600,000 grade 4 and grade 8 students across the country participated in the NAEP Reading and Mathematics 
assessments  

How are students selected?


